i Close encounters
of Pennine kind

IN the first of a five part series adapted from her book,

“The Pennine UFO Mystery”’, author Jenny Randles

reports on a moorland puzzie and the weird lights over
Meanwith Hill.

o

UFOs

=" in Yorks

IN late 1977 and early
1978, the public view of
UFOs changed {orever,
thanks to the epic film
“Close Encounters of the
Third Kind".

It was outright fiction and
highly dramatised vet essen-
tially true. Almost all the
scenes which the characters
acted out reproduced real-life
incidents from the UFO
myths, For the first time the
world was presented with the
full scale and incredible
nature of the UFO
phenomenon

The movie gave out a cul-
ture shock out of which the
world is only just emerging,
and many anti-UF0 lobbyists
said the film would lead to an
enormous rise in  UFO
sightings

This was not (o be the case,
between 1879 and 1881
interest in UFOs seemed to
freeze up. That it may indeed
happen — and happen soon
— |5 slowly beginning 1o
dawn on humanity

From the spectacular illu-
sions of “Close Encounters”
we turn to the reality which
they mirror. For the people of
the north were having to face
up to some decidedly factual

The full story

drift down the hillside and
was sevéral hundred (feet
away vet plainly visible and
shaped like an elongated e&g.
Alone in the countryside,
Arthur was beginning to feel
real fear.

The egg passed within 2011
of the terrified man and he
later described it as oval.
about 20ft. wide and 120t
high at the front and tapering
at the rear. It seemed to be
composed of something like
translucent plastic and radia-
ted light though paradoxically
it did not illuminate the road
surface beneath.

Arthur thought he watched
it for some seven minutes
before it moved out of view in
the wvalley below. Investiga-
tors who spoke to him said he
was evidently sincere and had
came extremely close to a
very strange phenomenon.

The only serious contender
proposed as an explanation
was that it was a partially
deflated weather balloon, but
the mysterious lighting could
not be so explained and
Arthur rejected this because
he knew balloons did come
down on the moors, had seen
one, and it bore no compari-
son to the subject of this

Some 15 minutes later a
whole coach party of 40 on an

evening trip through
Barnoldswick saw a big light
appear in the sky and change
in form to triangular as it
moved closer. All around it
“little pileces of white light"
seemed to be rotating.

Some witnesses watched
through binoculars saying it
looked “the size of a town".

Secret

If UFOs are controlled by
alien intelligences, then they

Rocks. The staggering
encounter was over, leaving
fascinated villagers gazing at
the dark sky in amazement.
Other phenomena appeared
over the next few nights,
often with beautiful colours,
such as haloes of blue light.
Exactly what was happen-
ing over this quiet village is
uncertain. Local police claim
to have made the obligatory
checks with Menwith Hill but
were told the base did not

have an answer for what was

seen and that nothing had
been tracked on radar.
If these sky spectaculars-

and certainly disturbing : -
a dis were the result of some acti
close encounters of the Pen- 1:_url:|lng d‘_’s& encounter. .. iﬁ;u;i, i tb; iﬁtfﬁﬂm I'J.E:ll' vity at'the base, why do they
nine kind Cases continued to come to Harrogate. X not say so, even if their

The month of August, 1875, our notice throughout 1976 TI:?;E top secret establish- nature could not be revealed?
was a very busy one in the and into early 1977, Paul o0 canme to have links with It ¢an hardly be claimed that

Pennines and on either the
24th or 315t — we could never
discover which date for cer-
tain — Manchester UFO
Research Association had
another case to grapple with.

Hillside

The exact location was
between Holmfirth and
Uppermill on a road which
crosses the moors at 1,400 feet

by peat bogs and a few
scattererd reservoirs.

About 8 pm. Arthur
Foster, a well-educated ser-
vice engineer, was on his way

Bennett, a yvoung Bradford
man, beégan to have a series of
very peculiar sightings and to
collect the stories of others
nearby.

On February 23, 1977, for
example, four members of the
Royal Observer Corps had
seen a large grey disc
hovering over an ancient
stone circle on Ilkley Moor,

Paul had gone to the stones
and examined the site of the
observation. On touching

- _—

ock.

The sighting eccurred amid
the biggest spate of reports so
far from the whole Pennine
region. It was particularly
concentrated in the northern

satellite communication and
has a good deal to do with the
Ministry of Defence and the
U.5. Navy.

During the summer of 1878
there was someé amazing UFO
activity within a mile of this
base. By the time UFO inves-
ti&nturs arrived at the nearby
village of Darley on August
13, 1878, strange aerial
phenomena h n dazzling

ad been d
the locals for weeks.
One of the'most spectacular

dents was a 10.30 ]
Friday, July 28, Two lights
appeared side by side just
above the base, one white, one
red, one stationary, the other
rotating.

witnessed inci- .
p.m.on

nobody was supposed to know
— they were far too promi-
nent for that.

If we take Menwith Hill at
their word we have to believe
that one of the most fully
equipped tracking stations in
Europe, ever alert for poten-
tial enemy activity, was
incapable of doing anything
— perhaps even recording
the presence of —a véritable
fleet of UFOs right on their
doorstep.

In our society it is not

the fact al A
billions of pounds spent on
defence, UFOs, whatever they
are, can appear, cavort about
the skv and then disappear
without us being able to do

home to Manchester from part around Burnley, Skipton Suddenly from the north - L

Wakefield when out of the and Bradford, and February three objects appeared with anything to prevent it

hill mist which suddenly and March, 1977 saw dozens their lights |§,Iuw-jng multi- f any of this is true, then

descended he saw a white of separate accounts of lights, coloured. At 10.45 p.m. a huge there is little wonder there

light beside the roadway triangles and other objects, ball of light appeared to fall are rumours of a cover-up. It

ahead culminating on March 8. from the ski;oaut of a cloud could be rather expedient to
He moved to the side of the At 8.30 p.m. four night-shift and hover above a TV mast. hide our gross limitations. . ,

road and switched off his workers at Oswaldtwistle saw Suddenly it turned ruby red,

engine as the light looked as an object changing shape draping blood across the roll- TOMORROW — The Thing

“big as a farmhouse” and the from round to triangular. ing landscape. from the Reservolr,

road was 50 Narrow. When they shone a torch After 20 seconds it sped Adapted from “The Pen-

As he wound down the
window, the object began to

upwards it reacted by switch-
ing on a bright, white light.

through the sky to the north,
vanishing above Brimham

nine UF0 Mystery”, by Jenny
Randles (Granada, £1.50).




